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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
It is with great pleasure that I can announce that 
we have secured two levels of sponsorship for 
the 2020 - 2022 seasons. 
The first of our sponsors to commit to our 
Association is Fabric Architecture Studio who 
have come on board as our Gold Level 
sponsor. 

 
Fabric Architecture Studio is a contemporary 
design practice located on the Central Coast. 
They focus on Architecture and design - from 
buildings to public space, to small scale bespoke 
furniture design. Fabric specialises in project 
handling from concept design through to contract 
administration. See more detail about this 
outstanding architectural business at: 
https://www.fabricarchitecture.com.au/ 
 
Secondly, we welcome Callaway Plumbing as 
our Bronze Level sponsor. They are a family 
owned business based in Wamberal, with over 
10 years experience specialising in commercial 
and residential plumbing. Callaway Plumbing are 
dedicated to providing customers with 
exceptional service. They are punctual, honest 
and efficient and we are a proud member of the 
Master Plumbers Association. They are qualified 
and experienced in all plumbing problems, big 
and small, so no matter what your plumbing 
problem is, from and to burst pipes and loss of 
water pressure, Callaway Plumbing can provide a 
solution 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 
 

 

  We look forward to a long and fruitful association 
with both of these outstanding businesses. 
 
Many of you by now would have been contacted 
by Malcolm Hunt in his role as Assistant 
Secretary as he follows up on referee 
accreditations and registrations. This is one area 
of our Association management that has been 
difficult to manage and maintain in recent years. 
However, with improvements to the Rugby 
Australia systems, and with Malcolm’s intricate 
knowledge and skills in spreadsheet and 
database design, he is well under way in making 
sure that we are all ‘on the books’ as both 
registered and accredited. 
 
Thanks for your work Malcom, we will all benefit 
greatly from your expertise and enthusiasm. 
 
We have been very fortunate to have had a Level 
1 Referee Coach course set down for our Zone 
on 21 March. We have numerous referees who 
would benefit from completing this course, 
especially in the area of supporting and 
mentoring our beginning referees. 
 
If you are interested in enrolling in the Level 1 
Referee Coach course follow the following link to 
the Learning Centre on the Rugby Portal: 
 

https://rugby.canopihr.com.au/mylearning/catal
ogue/details/bc540d7f-2421-e811-8967-0003ffd
00436 
 
Remember, only 4 weeks until our competition 
starts and our next meeting will be held on the 
Monday 30 March, one week later than normal, 
due to other commitments at Bateau Bay Bowling 
Club. 
 
Tony Rudd 

 

https://www.fabricarchitecture.com.au/
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https://rugby.canopihr.com.au/mylearning/catalogue/details/bc540d7f-2421-e811-8967-0003ffd00436
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SEVENS BY THE SEA 
This was a fantastic day of Rugby hosted by The Lakes, with some outstanding 7s Rugby played and 
wonderful collegiality among referees in attendance. 
 
It was great to be able to host a number of referees from outside of our Zone including Harry Orr (Central 
West RRA) along with Aleni Fiata, Chris Todd and Chris McCaskie (Sydney). Local referees in attendance 
included: David Hall, Scott Thornton, Gary Sinclair, Kate Thomson, Peter Scholes, Murray Fraser, Toby 
Kitchen and Scott Edmunds. Thanks also to Gary Scholes for his work in completing appointments for the 
day. 
 
Special mention to both Toby and Peter, who stepped up easily into the ranks of senior rugby and to those 
referees appointed to finals: 

● Scott Thornton, 
● Aleni Fiata, 
● Chris McCaskie, and 
● David Hall. 

 

    
 

    
 

    
Thanks to Gary Sinclair for these photographs 

 
  



NSW COUNTRY REFEREE APPOINTMENTS 
Congratulations to both Kate Thomson and Cerys O’Grady-Cousins who have been selected for 
appointment to officiate at the NSW Country Women’s 7s Championships to be held at Woy Woy Oval on 
14/15 March. Unfortunately, Cerys has had to withdraw from the carnival due to her leg injury sustained at 
training two weeks ago. If any other of our members would like to participate in this carnival, there will be 
ample opportunity to be appointed as ARs and In-goal judges, and who knows, if you're there, there might 
even be a chance at getting to referee a game or two. 
 

We wish Kate well in what we hope will be the first of many representative appointments for her. 
 

 
 

TRAINING 
We had a fantastic training session with the Newcastle Referees Ass’n members on 18 February at 
Ourimbah Rugby Park. As most would be aware, the only sour note was the injury sustained by Cerys who 
will now be out of action for up to 12 weeks. The session was run by Des Gilbert who had a number of 
drills/activities for us all, most with ‘ball in hand’. Many of the drills required referees to be watching multiple 
scenarios, just as what happens on the field. Hopefully, we will be able to return the journey in the coming 
weeks and travel up to Newcastle to join them on their ’home turf’. 

 

   
 

   
Training this Tuesday, 3 March, will be held at Gosford Showground Oval with the Gosford club. After last 
week's hectic session training with The Bay Vikings, we will be back to running by ourselves with time spent 
with the Gosford players to support their skills/drills training. As always, we will be finishing our session with 
a Bronco test. This will be one of the last opportunities to have a ‘practice’ run at this test before we do a 
formal one with times recorded. 
 
Looking forward to seeing a good roll up.  



REFEREEING KIT 
We have been in constant contact with Michael Hodgson from Paladin regarding our new gear. All being 
well, the final order for our new strip will be placed early this week. In speaking with Alex Richards from 
NSW Rugby, it is highly likely that the NSW strip will NOT be ready for the start of our season due to hold 
ups in production and deliveries from China. Paladin manufacture in both China and Pakistan, so at this 
stage, they are still producing, but this is still a day by day proposition and we will just have to wait and see. 
 
The executive are discussing contingencies should on-field gear not be available for the start of the season. 
 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 2020-2022 
With our previous sponsorship agreements expiring at the end of the 2019 season, we are continuing to 
seek new sponsor partners for the seasons 2020 through to 2022. 
 
Our Association offers the unique opportunity for businesses to be recognised at every game, every week 
throughout the Rugby season. 
 
For details of the various levels of sponsorship available follow the link to our website where you will find 
the current sponsorship proposals. Some levels of sponsorship have been filled. 
 
https://www.ccrura.com/sponsors 
 
Any businesses interested in sponsoring the Central Coast Rugby Union Referees Association can contact 
Tony Rudd at tonyrudd58@gmail.com 
 
GAME MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES UPDATE 
This was a very informative session presented by Shane Barr, NSW Rugby Referees Manager and our own 
Kate Thomson. Very interesting to hear of the priorities for the management of various aspects of the game 
in 2020. 
 

There was an outstanding attendance at the meeting by our members (in excess of 20) which serves well 
our ongoing commitment to excellence and consistency across all levels of games we referee. It was, 
however, disappointing that a full contingent of club representatives were not able to attend. In fact, there 
were only three representatives from senior clubs, two from junior clubs as well as members of the CCJRU 
executive, CCRU judiciary along with Luke Mack our CCRU Development Officer. This was in stark 
contrast to last year where our meeting room was standing room only. 
 

Thanks to all who did make the effort to attend. 
 

   
 
A copy of the Game Management Guidelines for 2020 can be downloaded at: 
 

https://www.ccrura.com/resources  

https://www.ccrura.com/sponsors
mailto:tonyrudd58@gmail.com
https://www.ccrura.com/resources


REFEREE PROFILE 
Scott Thornton 

 
 
Occupation: Business IT Consultant 
Family status: Married to Nathalie, two boys Max 18 and Harry 16 
 
Why Scott started refereeing: 
First reason was when my kids were younger and reffing numbers in their age groups (I think Max 
was U9s and Harry U7s) weren't available, I did the referee course and started refereeing the kids on 
a regular basis before I played later in the day. Second reason was, I was still sore on a Thursday 
from the previous Saturday's game so figured I'd give refereeing a go full time and made the switch in 
2010, or was it 2011. 
 
What do you most like about refereeing? 
Refereeing competitive games, where there's equal ability, some big hits, and teams that are 
genuinely enjoying themselves (and the refereeing of course). 
 
What do you see as the challenges in refereeing? 
Some crowd members who take community rugby way too seriously, and lack of referring numbers. It 
would be great to have an appointed referee to every game - juniors, all ages and seniors. 
 
What have been the highlights of your refereeing? 
Being thanked after games or hearing "well reffed" when you feel you did have a good game. These 
simple comments make it worth coming back each week. 
 
Where would you like to go with your refereeing? 
Do more coaching and assisting with development of new or not so new refs, we can all learn 
something new about our game. 
 
General information about Scott: 
I played 7 seasons for the Gosford Devils and enjoy staying connected to the Devils, so this year I'm 
also manager for their Colts team as my son Max is playing in that squad. I may even play a few 3rd 
grade games this year if Max is playing in any of those games, that’s the plan anyway, I'm sure that 
will change after the first hit. 
 
 
  



BECAUSE IT’S LAW 
TACKLE LAW 
 
Principle 
A tackle can take place anywhere in the field of play. The actions of players involved in the tackle must 
ensure a fair contest and allow the ball to be available for play immediately. 
 

 
Tackle 

REQUIREMENTS FOR A TACKLE 
For a tackle to occur, the ball-carrier is held and brought to ground by one or more opponents. 
Being brought to ground means that the ball-carrier is lying, sitting or has at least one knee on the ground 
or on another player who is on the ground. 
Being held means that a tackler must continue holding the ball-carrier until the ball-carrier is on the ground. 
 

PLAYERS IN A TACKLE 
Players in a tackle are: 

● Tackled player. 
● Tackler(s). 

Others: 
● Player(s) who hold the ball-carrier during a tackle but do not go to ground. 
● Player(s) who arrive to contest possession in the tackle. 
● Player(s) who are already on the ground. 

 

PLAYER RESPONSIBILITIES 
Tacklers must: 
Immediately release the ball and the ball-carrier after both players go to ground. 
Immediately move away from the tackled player and from the ball or get up. 
Be on their feet before attempting to play the ball. 
Allow the tackled player to release or play the ball. 
Allow the tackled player to move away from the ball. 
Sanction: Penalty. 
 

Tacklers may play the ball from the direction of their own goal line provided they have complied with the 
above responsibilities and a ruck has not formed. 
 
Tackled players must immediately: 

● Make the ball available so that play can continue by releasing, passing or pushing the ball in any 
direction except forward. They may place the ball in any direction. 

● Move away from the ball or get up. 
● Ensure that they do not lie on, over or near the ball to prevent opposition players from gaining 

possession of it. 
Sanction: Penalty. 

 



      
Tackled player must release the ball immediately. 

 
Other players must: 

● Remain on their feet and release the ball and the ball-carrier immediately. 
● Remain on their feet when they play the ball. 
● Arrive at the tackle from the direction of their own goal line before playing the ball. 
● Not play the ball or attempt to tackle an opponent while on the ground near the tackle. 

Sanction: Penalty. 
 

 
After a tackle all of the players must be on their feet while they play the ball. 

 
Player off feet and playing the ball at the tackle. 

 
Player off feet and playing the ball at the tackle. 

 
 
  



Any player who gains possession of the ball: 
● Must play it immediately, by moving away, or by passing or kicking the ball. 
● Must remain on their feet, and not go to ground at or near the tackle unless tackled by the 

opposition. 
● May be tackled, provided the tackler does so from the direction of their own goal line. 

Sanction: Penalty. 
 
Offside lines are created at a tackle when at least one player is on their feet and over the ball, which is on 
the ground. Each team’s offside line runs parallel to the goal line through the hindmost point of any player in 
the tackle or on their feet over the ball. If that point is on or behind the goal line, the offside line for that 
team is the goal line. 
 

 
Offside lines created by player on feet over ball. 

 
The tackle ends when: 

● A ruck is formed. 
● A player on their feet from either team gains possession of the ball and moves away or passes or 

kicks the ball. 
● The ball leaves the tackle area. 
● The ball is unplayable. If there is doubt about which player did not conform to law, the referee orders 

a scrum. The throw is taken by the team moving forward prior to the stoppage or, if no team was 
moving forward, by the attacking team. 

Copied from: https://laws.worldrugby.org/?law=14 

 
 
RECRUITMENT 
A reminder that the Foundation (Level 1) and Referee Kids Rugby courses will be run on Sunday 8 March 
at Central Coast Grammar School. Anybody interested should enrol in this course via the Rugby Xplorer 
web site and go to the Learning Centre, then Refereeing to find the link to the appropriate course. 
 
If this date does not suit, there are other options to complete the course in Northern Sydney or Newcastle. 
 
The CCRURA is always on the lookout for new members and now is an ideal time for prospective referees 
to express interested in gaining their referee qualification for 2020. There are a number of pathways for 
doing this: 
 
Anybody interested in undertaking either of these courses should contact either our Recruitment and 
Retention coordinator, Gary Scholes at wattletree1@gmail.com or by scanning the QR code above and 
filling in your details (you will be contacted by an officer from our Association). 
 
 
  

https://laws.worldrugby.org/?law=14
mailto:wattletree1@gmail.com


Refereeing Under 8 to 12 
Course – Refereeing Kids Rugby 8-12 (RKR) 
Post Course Accreditation – Optional Exam 
You must be 13 years old to referee these age groups. Anyone who completes the RKR course can be a 
Referee or Assistant Referee (AR) up to Under 12’s. 
These referees can also be appointed to matches by their club through the Club To Appoint (CTA) 
mechanism. 
Smart Rugby will need to be completed separately to this course. 
 
 
Refereeing Under 13 to Senior 
Course – Foundation 
Post Course Accreditation – Exam & On-Field Competency Assessment 
You must be 15 years old to referee Under 13 matches or older and for junior referees who are 15/16/17 
years of age you can only referee to an age group 2 years younger than your own age. Adults that do this 
course can referee at any level. 
This course covers the requirements of Smart Rugby. 
 
 
 
CENTRAL COAST RUGBY TO HOST NSW COUNTRY WOMEN'S 7's CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th May at Woy Woy 0val 
  
The Central Coast Rugby Union will host the NSW Country Rugby Women’s 7-a-side Championships in 2 
weeks time. The Championships will be held over 2 days at Woy Woy Oval. 
  
Teams from right across NSW country will be attending. There will be seven (7) Zones competing at these 
Championships. These teams are Newcastle Hunter, Mid North Coast, New England, Central North, 
Western Plains, Illawarra, and of course, the Central Coast. 
  
Pool matches will occur during the Saturday, and the Finals will be held on Sunday. 
 
The local team is being co-coached by Michael Burgess and Luke Mack, and the squad has been preparing 
for this weekend since training started earlier in the year. Michael Burgess is a former NSW Country 
representative women’s coach and is highly credentialed to take this team into these Championships. His 
co-coach is Luke Mack, who is the local NSW Rugby Development Officer, so the experience of these two 
coaches is unmatched and will hold the team in great stead. 
  
Central Coast reached the Final of these Championships last year and are hoping to go one better in 2020. 
All Zones will be evenly matched and the Championship race will see some great matches over the 2 days. 
 
  



FUTURE DATES FOR DIARY 
 

5 March Central Coast Primary Schools Gala Day. Tuggerah Sports Complex 

7 March Trial Games at Ourimbah Rugby Park & Tuggerah Sports Complex 

8 March Foundation / Level 1 Referee Course. Central Coast Grammar School 

12 March Central Coast Primary Schools Gala Day. Carrington Street Oval 

19 March Central Coast Primary Schools Gala Day. Finals Day. Carrington Street Oval 

14 & 15 March NSW Country Women’s Championship Carnival. Woy Woy Oval 

21 March Level 1 Referee Coach Course - Bateau Bay Bowling Club 

26 March Girls & Boys U18 CHS Schools Gala Day - Tuggerah Sport Complex 

30 March CCRURA Meeting - Note this is not the 4th Monday of the month. 

2 April Boys Under 14 & 16 CHS Schools Gala Day - Tuggerah Sports Complex 

4 April CCRU Competition begins 

27 April CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

25 May CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

9 June Brian Palmer Shield. Primary School 12-a-side Knockout. Carrington Street Oval 

22 June CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

23/24 June Waratah Cup Zone Finals CHS Schools Gala Day - Tuggerah Sports Complex 

2 July Chris Gamngemi Shield. Primary School 12-a-side Knockout. Venue TBA 

27 July CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

24 August CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

26 October  CCRURA Annual General Meeting 
 

GOLD SPONSOR 

 

Our approach to Architecture in a constantly changing digital age is all 
inclusive; with social, practical, economical and environmental issues 
integrated within the design process.  We work inclusively with our clients to 
identify their project requirements, to imagine all possibilities, to 
collaboratively problem solve and to discover methods for providing design 
solutions specific to their real needs.  We feel the most successful projects 
have both an openness and specificity, so that change may occur but the 
fundamental ideas remain intact.  We seek to create buildings that make 
intuitive sense at every scale, from the holistic notions of site planning, 
down to the tangible experience of the touch of a material. 

 

BRONZE SPONSOR 
 

 

Callaway Plumbing is  a family owned business based in Wamberal, with 
over 10 years experience specialising in commercial and residential 
plumbing. Callaway Plumbing is dedicated to providing customers with 
exceptional service. We are punctual, honest and efficient and we are a 
proud member of the Master Plumbers Association. We are qualified and 
experienced in all plumbing problems, big and small, so no matter what 
your plumbing problem is, from and to burst pipes and loss of water 
pressure, Callaway Plumbing can provide a solution 24 hours a day 7 days 
a week. 



 


