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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Following the feedback that the executive received from various surveys and email replies throughout and 
towards the end is last season, the executive held a planning meeting on 25 November last year. Following 
on from that, and keeping in mind that some of the executive have been busy over the Christmas and New 
Year period, we have been working on some planning documents to be put to members in the near future. 
 
Two of these documents in particular are: 

● Strategic Plan 2020-2022, and 
● Discussion Paper 2020-2022. 

 
Each of these documents lead to specific outcomes. The Strategic Plan 2020-2022 will focus on three 
areas: 

● Training and Development 
● Recruitment and Retention, and 
● Administration and Communication, 

and most of you would have seen a brief overview of this document in late November/early December. This 
document is finally in a format that can be considered by members of the executive prior to the final draft 
being distributed to members for comment. 
 
The Discussion Paper 2020-2022 sets out more specifically the expectations of members at different 
stages of development and how we, as an Association, can work together to provide opportunities for 
collective, ongoing improvement. Again, this document will be considered by the executive, then discussed 
with senior referees prior to distribution. 
 
Unfortunately, we will not have a formal Association meeting until March due to our February meeting date 
being overridden by the Game Management Guidelines presentation by representatives from NSW Rugby 
(remember this is compulsory for all referees). I will work out the best way to meet with various groups to 
launch these documents. 
 
Tony Rudd 
 
 
 
TRAINING 
Don’t forget that formal training for all members of the Association will be on tomorrow night, 21 January at 
Ourimbah Rugby Park. Arrival is 6:15pm for a 6:30pm start. Hopefully we will be able to run together as an 
Association group, but we have been invited to run with the Ourimbah teams in their training. 
 
Looking forward to seeing a good roll up. 
 
  



REPRESENTATIVE REFEREES SELECTED 
Congratulations to Toby Kitchen, Matthew Reubenheimer and Peter Scholes who have been named in the 
NSW Country Rugby Union Referees Association Development Panel of referees for the 2020 season. As 
part of this squad, all three have been appointed to referee at The Armidale School (TAS) Primary Schools 
Carnival in April. This is the largest primary school carnival in Australia and sees over 40 games played on 
each day over the weekend. 
 
Referees at this carnival receive intensive coaching from NSW Country, Sydney and NSW Rugby Referees 
Association referee coaches. Following this, referees are then considered for further representative 
appointments including NSW Country and State age carnivals. 
 
We look forward to hearing of the successes of these outstanding young referees from our Association. 
 

 
Matthew Reubenheimer, Toby Kitchen & Peter Scholes at the 

2019 CCJRU Grand Finals 

 
CHECK YOUR ACCREDITATION 
It is the responsibility of all members to ensure that their accreditation is up-to-date prior to the beginning of 
the season. 
 
This is easily done through the Rugby Portal. Log into the portal (Rugby Xplorer) and then go to the 
Learning Centre and My Accreditations. This will show your accreditation history with your Current 
Accreditations and their expiry date. 
 
If any of your accreditations run out in the near future, go back to the Learning Centre and enrol in the 
appropriate course. You will then be sent an email with a link to complete the online course/exam. If you 
are completing a Level 1 or Level 2 referee or referee coach course, please let Mal Hunt know when you’ve 
passed the exam so that the on-field assessment component can be arranged. Accreditation for these 
cannot be completed until the on-field assessment is successfully completed and the report uploaded. 
 
No accreditation - no appointments. This is especially the case if, like me, your SmartRugby 
accreditation is about to expire. 
 
 
SEVENS BY THE SEA 
This annual 7’s carnival is coming up soon. 
Hosted by The Lakes Rugby Club at Slade Park on 22 February. It’s a great day with teams from CCRU 
clubs, neighbouring Country zones and Sydney Subbies competitions. 
 
Lets see if we can get a great representation from our Association to officiate. Games for all levels of 
referee. 
 
  



MEMBER PROFILE 
 

Scott Edmunds 
 

 
 
Occupation: 
High voltage electrician with Sydney trains for 30 years. 
 

Family status: 
Married with two kids. 
 

Why you started in refereeing: 
Gary Scholes suggested that I get involved in 2015 whilst helping out at training with the Under 12 
Ourimbah team. 
 

What you like most about refereeing: 
Being in the middle right where the action is, keeping fit, still being involved in some capacity. 
 

Challenges in Refereeing: 
Remembering all the Laws that are not frequently required to be used and always trying to be the 31st 
person on the field. 
Refereeing my home club teams. 
 

Highlights of refereeing to date: 
Being asked to act in the role of Assistant Referee at the Under 15 Country Championships in 2018 by 
Tony Fury and Assistant Refereeing at various local grand final days. 
 

Where you'd like to go with your refereeing?: 
Refereeing a few more senior grade games and maybe being considered at some point for junior 
country/state championship carnivals. 
 

General Information: 
Favourite type of music I listen to is Aussie pub rock with a few favourites being the Screaming Jets, 
Airbourne and the Central Coast band The Lazys. 
In the off season I go stand up paddle boarding. I also have been kickboxing for 8 years and am into cars. 
The car I have is a Suzuki Mighty Boy that’s been in the family since new and my favourite poison is Aussie 
dark rum. 
A highlight in Rugby was going on tour to Italy where my son was picked in the NSW Country development 
team in 2018. 
 
 
  



BECAUSE IT’S LAW 
Law 11 
Knock on or throw forward 
 
(3) A player must not intentionally knock the ball forward with hand or arm. 

Sanction: Penalty. 
 

 
Note: I was witness to a referee who applied this sanction to a defending player who deliberately 
knocked the ball down in a direction to his opponents goal line. While this was a deliberate act, it 
was not a knock on, it was a knock down. No sanction should be applied to a knock down, it has to 
be a knock on. 
 
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 2020-2022 
With our previous sponsorship agreements expiring at the end of the 2019 season, we are now in the 
process of seeking new sponsor partners for the seasons 2020 through to 2022. 
 
Our Association offers the unique opportunity for businesses to be recognised at every game, every week 
throughout the Rugby season. 
 
For details of the various levels of sponsorship available follow the link to our website where you will find 
the current sponsorship proposals. 
 
https://www.ccrura.com/sponsors 
 
Any businesses interested in sponsoring the Central Coast Rugby Union Referees Association can contact 
Tony Rudd at tonyrudd58@gmail.com 
 
GAME MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES UPDATE 
This will be held in conjunction with our first meeting for the year on 24 February, 2020. This meeting will 
begin at 7:00pm, being held at the Bateau Bay Bowling Club. 
 
This is compulsory for all referees. Club representatives will also be in attendance. The GMG update will be 
presented by staff from NSW Rugby. 
 
Please put this in your diary. 
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RECRUITMENT 
I can now confirm that the Foundation (Level 1) course will be run on Sunday 8 March (not 15th as 
previously advertised) at Central Coast Grammar School. Anybody interested should enrol in this course 
via the Rugby Xplorer web site and go to the Learning Centre, then Refereeing to find the link to the 
appropriate course. 
 
If this date does not suit, there are other options to complete the course in Northern Sydney or Newcastle. 
 
The CCRURA is always on the lookout for new members and now is an ideal time for prospective referees 
to express interested in gaining their referee qualification for 2020. There are a number of pathways for 
doing this: 
 
Refereeing Under 8 to 12 
Course – Refereeing Kids Rugby 8-12 (RKR) 
Post Course Accreditation – Optional Exam 
You must be 13 years old to referee these age groups. Anyone who completes the RKR course can be a 
Referee or Assistant Referee (AR) up to Under 12’s. 
These referees can also be appointed to matches by their club through the Club To Appoint (CTA) 
mechanism. 
Smart Rugby will need to be completed separately to this course. 
 
Refereeing Under 13 to Senior 
Course – Foundation 
Post Course Accreditation – Exam & On-Field Competency Assessment 
You must be 15 years old to referee Under 13 matches or older and for junior referees who are 15/16/17 
years of age you can only referee to an age group 2 years younger than your own age. Adults that do this 
course can referee at any level. 
This course covers the requirements of Smart Rugby. 
 

 
 
Anybody interested in undertaking either of these courses should contact either our Recruitment 
and Retention coordinator, Gary Scholes at wattletree1@gmail.com or by scanning the QR code 
above and filling in your details (you will be contacted by an officer from our Association). 
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FUTURE DATES FOR DIARY 
 
21 January CCRURA Training commences. Venue Is Ourimbah Rugby Park. 6:30pm start. 

22 February The Lakes ‘Sevens By The Sea’ - Slade Park. All day 

24 February CCRURA Meeting - GMG Update - Compulsory attendance for all members. 

28 February Summer 7s Recommences 

5 March Central Coast Primary Schools Gala Day. Tuggerah Sports Complex 

8 March Foundation / Level 1 Referee Course. Central Coast Grammar School 

12 March Central Coast Primary Schools Gala Day. Carrington Street Oval 

19 March Central Coast Primary Schools Gala Day. Finals Day. Carrington Street Oval 

14 March NSW Country Women’s Championship Carnival. Woy Woy Oval 

26 March Girls & Boys U18 CHS Schools Gala Day - Tuggerah Sport Complex 

30 March CCRURA Meeting - Note this is not the 4th Monday of the month. 

2 April Boys Under 14 & 16 CHS Schools Gala Day - Tuggerah Sports Complex 

27 April CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

25 May CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

9 June Brian Palmer Shield. Primary School 12-a-side Knockout. Carrington Street Oval 

22 June CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

23/24 June Zone Finals CHS Schools Gala Day - Tuggerah Sports Complex 

2 July Chris Gamngemi Shield. Primary School 12-a-side Knockout. Venue TBA 

27 July CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

24 August CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

26 October  CCRURA Annual General Meeting 

 


