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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Well, what are we up to? Not much as far as 
Rugby is concerned sadly. 
 

Our current situation is: 
● No further update from Rugby Australia 

regarding dates as to when our 
competitions can begin. At this stage, the 
official date is still May 1, however, you 
would have to be the extreme optimist to 
think that this won't be extended. 

● No further Rugby based activities until 
after that date. This includes meetings 
and training. 

 

Recently, I wrote to our sponsors to update them 
on our current situation. Both of our sponsors, 
Fabric Architecture Studio and Callaway 
Plumbing, came on board this year and have 
supported us financially in good faith of us 
offering what we promised - on field exposure 
through their company logos/information on our 
gear. Due to current circumstances, we are 
unable to do that. We will look at continuing to 
advertise for them through other media - this 
newsletter, social media etc. One way that we 
can increase exposure for our sponsors is for all 
referees to share posts from our CCRURA social 
media to your personal contacts if you see fit. 
With a few referees doing this on a recent post, 
there were over 350 interactions with that one 
post for one of our sponsors. Image if we all 
shared each post. We will also have to look at 
what else we can do for them in the future. If you 
have ideas, please send them through. 
 

On Thursday evening last week I participated in 
the National Association Presidents meeting 
hosted by Shane Barr, our National Community 
Match Officials Manager,via video conference 
over the Zoom network. Unlike the previous 
meeting, this was very well attended with 
approximately 30 Association presidents from 
across the country. These have been a great 
initiative and later in the newsletter I have 
summarised details of the meeting for you. 
 
Tony Rudd 
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NATIONAL REFEREE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS MEETING 
 
Information disseminated at this meeting held on Thursday 26 March, 2020: 
 
Still no definite update on dates when competitions can begin, however, the general consensus is that the 
date will be pushed back past 2 May. 
Super Rugby will get up and running as soon as possible, but again, restrictions will determine this. 
SANZAR are currently looking at the latest possible date when the competition can recommence. 
The Rugby Australian High Performance referee teams have been in isolation due to their recent return 
from overseas appointments. 
All other member Unions are looking at when they can begin. Issues that have to be worked through 
include the use of shared grounds with other codes/sports etc. Not an easy task. 
 
There  will be a series on-line courses running from next week for referees of all levels. These will be held 
over the ZOOM platform. The first for NSW referees will be on 31 March. Details below. 
Topic: Q&A with Angus Gardner and Mitch Chapman 
When: Tuesday Mar 31, 2020 07:30 PM Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://rugbyau.zoom.us/j/106800187 
 
 
Shane has uploaded the GMG presentation in different formats into a Dropbox file. See below: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3qgw1jj9jp6hnnl/AADgOkTh9vhWm8kEwe56i2INa?dl=0 

 
Rugby Australia are currently making some ‘referee tips’ videos. These will be 2-3 minute videos presented 
by some of the nation’s top referees. They will be available on line and can be used as discussion points for 
Association meetings. The first of these was presented by Damon Murphy and the topic was Half Time 
Game Plan. This video was posted on the Australian Rugby Referees Facebook page. It is also available 
via a Dropbox link and on the Rugby Australian web page. 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/titqzd07ikbwqms/Half%20Time%20Game%20Plan%20Final%20Damon%20Mu
rphy.mp4?dl=0 
 
In a move to encourage more referees to become involved in coaching and supporting newer referees, 
there will be a move away from accreditation based coaching and a move towards more support of referees 
who coach/support through webinars etc. This will hopefully get more referees into coaching with the 
webinars giving hints and tips for coaching practice. 
 
In the final component of the meeting, we were able to move into breakout rooms within the Zoom network 
and discussed best practice in our local Associations in a range across five areas. The details of each of 
these are currently being collated and will be available in the near future. 
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THANKS TO SCOTT EDMUNDS 
A special thank you goes out to Scott Edmunds this week. As most would be aware, we are having new AR 
flags made for this year (or next year) and a call was put out for somebody to donate the poles for the flags. 
Scotty has come good with about 50 poles, made of aluminium with a heat shrink plastic handle. 
 

 
 

The actual flags are currently being sewn for us, so that when our competition does begin up again, each 
referee will have two AR flags as part of their kit. 
 
Thanks again Scott. 
 
 
NSW COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVE CARNIVALS SHELVED 
As most expected, all of this year's NSW Country Representative Carnivals have been cancelled. The 
senior Championships were to have been held in Tamworth over the June long weekend and the majority 
of age carnivals at various venues through May. 
 
While this is disappointing for players, it is also disappointing for our referees. We had a number of referees 
nominated and in line for selection at these carnivals including: 
Scott Thornton, 
Kate Thomson, 
Cerys O’Grade-Cousins, 
Peter Scholes, 
Matthew Reubenheimer, and 
Toby Kitchen. 
 
In addition, Cerys was selected as part of the Rugby Australia, Student Scholarship program and all of the 
carnivals that those referees would have been appointed to are also cancelled. 
 
Very disappointing for our Association as this was the largest number of referees that we had being 
considered for representative appointment for some years. 
 
At this stage, I have not heard about the NSW Age Championship carnivals, but one can only assume that 
they too would have been cancelled. 
 
 

  



BECAUSE IT’S LAW 
MARK 
A means of stopping play within a player’s own 22 by directly catching an opponent’s kick. 
 

 
 
 
Claiming a Mark 
To claim a mark, a player must: 

● Have at least one foot on or behind their own 22-metre line when catching the ball or when landing 
having caught it in the air; and 

● Catch a ball that has reached the plane of the 22-metre line directly from an opponent’s kick before 
it touches the ground or another player; and 

● Simultaneously call “mark”. 
 
A player may claim a mark even if the ball hits a goal post or crossbar before being caught. 
 
When a mark is called correctly, the referee immediately stops the game and awards a free-kick to the 
team in possession. 
 
A mark may not be claimed from a kick-off or a restart kick after a score. 
 
Restarting Play After a Mark 
The player who claimed the mark takes the free-kick (in accordance with Law 20). 
 
If the player is unable to take the free-kick within one minute, a scrum is awarded to the team in 
possession. 
 
The free-kick is taken at the following locations: 

Place of the mark Location of free-kick 

Within the 22 At the place of the mark but at least five metres from the goal 
line, in line with the place of the mark. 

Within the in-goal On the five-metre line in line with the place of the mark. 

 
https://laws.worldrugby.org/?law=17 
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FUTURE DATES FOR DIARY 
 

30 March CCRURA Meeting - Note this is not the 4th Monday of the month. (CANCELLED) 

16 May Tentative date for 2020 CCRU Competition to begin 

25 May CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

22 June CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

27 July CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

24 August CCRURA Meeting - Education Topic TBA 

26 October  CCRURA Annual General Meeting 
 

 
GOLD SPONSOR 

 

Our approach to Architecture in a constantly changing digital age is 
all inclusive; with social, practical, economical and environmental 
issues integrated within the design process.  We work inclusively 
with our clients to identify their project requirements, to imagine all 
possibilities, to collaboratively problem solve and to discover 
methods for providing design solutions specific to their real needs. 
We feel the most successful projects have both an openness and 
specificity, so that change may occur but the fundamental ideas 
remain intact.  We seek to create buildings that make intuitive sense 
at every scale, from the holistic notions of site planning, down to the 
tangible experience of the touch of a material. 

 

 
 

BRONZE SPONSOR 
 

 

Callaway Plumbing is  a family owned business based in 
Wamberal, with over 10 years experience specialising in 
commercial and residential plumbing. Callaway Plumbing is 
dedicated to providing customers with exceptional service. We are 
punctual, honest and efficient and we are a proud member of the 
Master Plumbers Association. We are qualified and experienced in 
all plumbing problems, big and small, so no matter what your 
plumbing problem is, from and to burst pipes and loss of water 
pressure, Callaway Plumbing can provide a solution 24 hours a day 
7 days a week. 

 


